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Good afternoon members of the media, 

 

As you might be aware that the City of Windhoek Council had its first ordinary 

Council meeting on 11 February that continued on 15 February 2021 resolved 

amongst others, the following key decisions:  

 

1. Pre-allocation of land in low-income areas  

 

The City Council approved the pre-allocation of land to households on the City’s 

waiting list and in informal settlement upgrading areas. 

 

Pre-allocation of land is an initial allocation of land based on the proposed layout 

plan, meaning the layout that is supported by Council and obtained Environment 

Clearance but did not yet clear the statutory planning process. The allocation will be 

done in line with the Council Development and Upgrading Policy which was 

approved in 2019, on the allocation of land in the low-income area. 

 

It is worth noting that for nearly a decade, the delivery of serviced land in informal 

settlements almost ground to halt, mainly due to a lack of funding and a protracted 

land development value chain. The residents residing in informal settlements and 

those on the waiting list are frustrated with a slow land delivery process that stands 

in their way of securing land tenure and its associated benefits. To turn the situation 

around, land in informal settlement areas that has undergone initial planning stages 

(layout – supported by council and cleared by the environmental commissioner) shall 

be pre-allocated to prospective purchasers, tenants, or members of a saving group 

in line with the Development and Upgrading Policy. 

 

To mark the start of the pre-allocation of land in informal settlements the following 

areas are set aside for the project: 

 

Farm/Erf 
no. 

Portion no. Number 
of 
residenti
al erven  

Type Locality 

In-house     

508 Portion A 
(1012) 

279 Brownfield Goreanga
b 

508 Remainder 
1012 

149 Brownfield Goreanga
b 

508 1029 250 Greenfield Havana 

508 1028 439 Brownfield Havana 

508 999 102 Greenfield Otjomuise 

508 999 225 Greenfield Otjomuise 
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Farm/Erf 
no. 

Portion no. Number 
of 
residenti
al erven  

Type Locality 

3529 3529 75 Greenfield Otjomuise 

508 Portion 1 
(1019) 

267 Greenfield Havana 

508 Portion 2 
(1019) 

233 Greenfield Havana 

508 Remainder 
1019 

321 Greenfield  Havana 

3908 One Nation 299 Brownfield Okuryang
ava 

3318 Okahandja 
Park D 

327 Brownfield Okuryang
ava 

1301 Infill 69 Greenfield  Otjomuise 

 Total 3 035   

Outsour
ced 

    

508 1025 To be 
confirmed 

Mixed 
(Brown 
and 
Greenfield
) 

Havana 

508 1026 To be 
confirmed 

Brownfield Havana 

 

The City of Windhoek shall endeavour, through a mass planning exercise (which 

entails in-house town planning efforts and outsourcing of planning work) to add 

projects on the pre-allocation list on a continuous basis. The project is targeting to 

reach 5000 pre-allocations in informal settlements within three years from the date of 

this council resolution.  

 

In addition to the pre-allocation, all leases in informal settlements that have 

undergone an upgrading intervention will be kept up-to-date and the remaining 

statutory town planning process finalised to pave way for lease with an option to buy 

or a sales agreement. 

 

The pre-allocation approach is expected to restore confidence in the system and 

give hope to people living in informal settlements or those on the waiting list who are 

unable to participate in the formal land market.  

 

The above sales should be advertised in terms of section 63 (2) of the Local 

Authorities Act, 1992 (Act 23 of 1992) (as amended), as soon as approval from the 

Urban and Regional Planning Board has been obtained. 
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Council also recommended that the waiting list be validated (cleaned up) and 

digitalised, where after it will be submitted to the management committee for 

consideration. Once approved, the list will then be made available on the City of 

Windhoek website for public access.  

 

 

2. Procedures for handling humanitarian and shelter requests 

 

Council approved procedures for handling humanitarian and shelter requests due to 

the deteriorating living conditions in the informal settlements of Windhoek. 

 

Lack of common operating procedure for handling urgent requests to access land in 

the informal settlement or low income areas for residential purposes on humanitarian 

grounds following an exposure to a hazard or an unfortunate event has resulted in an 

ad-hoc approach to handling humanitarian land and shelter requests thus delaying the 

organisation’s response. In case of fire, flooding or similar incidents, temporary relief 

in form of blankets and mattresses is provided by the emergency response team.  

While this is a good gesture, the intervention does not go beyond temporary relief. It 

is reasoned that, hazards or unfortunate events are a permanent fixture in every 

society, therefore it is prudent to put in place procedures to timely respond to 

accommodation crisis following an act of nature or unfortunate event. Due to urgent 

nature of requests or duty to respond, Council should delegate and empower 

Management Committee to make decisions on its behalf and report such decision to 

it on a quarterly basis for endorsement. All submissions to Management Committee 

shall be made through the Chief Executive Officer who shall from time to time as the 

need arise call for convening of committee meetings and table items to the committee 

for a decision.  

In extremely urgent cases, the Chief Executive Officer should be fully empowered to 

attend to the situation. In such cases, Management Committee should convene within 

two (2) working days to ratify or condone the decision. 

 

3. Approval of new Township establishments at Farm Ongos and Avis  

 

 Council approved the application for the establishments of six new townships 

by National Housing Enterprise for residential development that will be 

situated North West of Windhoek, on portion 3 of the Farm Ongos No. 38 

close to Havana Township. The main access to the proposed township 

development is through the Monte Christo Road and the Western Bypass. 

The development will comprises six new townships with a total of 1 105 erven. 

  

 Council also approved the application for establishment of a new residential 

township by the Indigenous People’s Business Forum situated in Avis surburb 

in Klein Windhoek. The proposed township has a total of 246 erven. 
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4. The City of Windhoek renews its membership with ALAN 

 

Council approved the renewal of the City of Windhoek membership with the 

Association of Local Authorities in Namibia (ALAN). ALAN is the umbrella body 

representing all local authorities in Namibia by providing them with a platform on 

which they can air their views regarding the improvement of municipal services in the 

country. 

 

The City Council approved the termination of its membership with ALAN in 2019 due 

to concerns over a lack of financial reporting by the association and recommended 

the resignation from the umbrella body until such a time it has provided the 

necessary financial reports as requested, upon which council will rejoin.  

 

ALAN has since submitted the necessary financial reports to the City Council last 

year (2020), and council decided to rejoin the association. 

 

5. Request to register the Windhoek Residents Mayoral Trust  

Council approved the request to register the Mayoral Relief Fund as a fully-fledged 

Windhoek Residents Mayoral Trust.  

The City of Windhoek Mayoral Relief Fund was established in 2017, to support 

vulnerable community members and individuals who are in extreme need. The fund 

aims to address the challenges affecting the residents’ social wellbeing and livelihood, 

amongst others. By this intervention, the City of Windhoek expressed readiness to 

continue its active contribution towards social progression by improving all residents’ 

quality of life as articulated in its mission. 

The main aim to register a trust is for the Mayoral Relief Fund to operate as a legal 

entity based on charitable funds principles as well as a tool the fund could use to gain 

more recognition and increase income by attaining assets. 

The City of Windhoek Council will be the founder of the trust, and the roles and 

responsibilities of the parties to the fund are outlined in a trust deed attached to the 

council agenda of 11 February 2021. 

The trustees be appointed which will include a council representative and other 

members drawn from various sectors of the Windhoek community. The trustees shall 

serve for one term of five years, and may not serve for more than two consecutive 

terms. While the council representative term shall run concurrently with his/her term 

of office as a council member.  
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6. Approval of donations towards the City of Windhoek’s COVID-19 

response 

Council has formally accepted various donations towards the City of Windhoek’s 

COVID-19 response action.  

With the spread of COVID-19 nationally and globally, the City of Windhoek calls for 

synergy and local solidarity between the municipalities and corporate stakeholders, 

supporting national efforts against the spread of COVID-19. 

The City of Windhoek received the following donations: 

 Twenty waterborne ablution facilities received from the Development Bank of 

Namibia valued at N$300, 000.00 

 Twenty waterborne ablution facilities received from the Ministry of Environment, 

Forestry and Tourism, valued at N$3, 000 000.00 

 Eighty dry ablution facilities and twenty  25–litre containers of sanitisers 

received from NamPower valued at N$1, 196 000.00 

 Non-repayable grant funding of EUR2, 125 952.00 for the improvement of solid 

waste management in Windhoek under the Windhoek – Bremen co-operation 

agreement. 

 Seven hundred pieces of medical disposal protective clothing and 700 pieces 

of protective cover uniforms; 5000 pairs of disposable medical rubber 

inspection gloves with a combined value of USD34, 132.00 or equivalent to 

N$520, 433.00 received from the sister city of Chongqing, in China. 

 Three thousand N95 masks and 17 000 KN95 masks donated by the sister city 

of Shanghai, in China 

 Forty thousand facial masks donated by the sister city of Suzhou, in China; and 

 Thirty thousand facial masks donated by the sister city of Nanjing, China.  

As per the requirements of the Local Authority Act, 1992 (Act 23 of 1992) (as 

amended) ministerial approval should be obtained as regards the above-mentioned 

donations.  

I thank you very much for your attention.  

For further enquiries, please contact 

 

City of Windhoek 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Corporate Communications, Marketing, and Public Participation 

Tel.: +264 61 290 3797 /2044  

cowcommunication@windhoekcc.org.na  
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